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ery whiereof fbdry fuits are already commenced, and now. depending, not only againft the peti-
f:;ff;y, on his fer ] account, but 65 furviving partner aforefiid ; mu%eﬁdp% agm&m 0w P?{,.
font frotm this fEate; ut is expeled; #ﬂ&'vf&b“by will' returm 'in a few daye, and be fubjedt t0 atoeft
and cofinerent immediatcly on his 4rrival. Your committee therefore are of opinion ,&epe-
titioner ought to-be relieved (it appearing to your committee to be his with and intenfion to do. equal-

juftice to Y iis ereditors) upon the following terms, viz. “That a law be paffed empowering
petitioner to deliver up, on oath, to certain truftees, all the property of the fid partnerfhip 1n his>
Pofeffon; 0 be apptied to the payment of ' the ‘Partnqrfhip debts, and all the feparate propeity of the
petitioner, to°be applied to the payment of his feparate creditors, and the furplus of his feparate pro-
perty, after the payment of his {eparate creditors, 0 be applied to the payment of the creditors of the
faid partnerfhip ; the {2id law to take place only upon ‘Wis arrival in this ftate, and delivering into the
hands of fuch truftees, upon oath, all his property, as well feparate as that which he pofiefies belong-
ing to the faid partnerfhip of Ridley and Pringle.  All which your committee fubmit to the confider-
ation of the honourable houfe. ‘

S By order, J. WINCHESTER, jun. clk.
Which was read. .

Mr. Smith, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker a bill, entitled, An it to
regulate auctions in Baltimore-town ; which was read the firft time and ordered to Lie on the
table.

Oxrperep, That Mr. Rochefter and Mr. Burgefs be added to the committee appointed to bring
in 2 bill to ftreighten and amend the public roads in the {everal counties therein mentioned.

Mr. Carnan, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following report :

THE committee to whom was referred the petition of fundry infolvent debtors, report, that they
Balfmore county, and the counter petition of Ruth Cockey, and have examined the allegations and
proofs exhibited with the fame, and find that the faid Bagford was committed to the gaol of Baltimere
county in the year feventeen hundred and eighty-nine, where he has remained in clofe confinement
ever fince y that it appears he did not owe above /. 200 fterling, and did petition the juftices of Balti-
more county court for the benefit of the infolvent law, and that Ruth Cockey, one of his creditors,
did allege that the faid Bagford had fraudulently made away with his property, in order to defraud his .
creditors, and upon hearing the teltimony of the partics, the faid court did adjudge that the faid
Bagford was not entitled to the benefit of the faid law. '

%’our committee further report, that the faid Bagford is a poor diftreffed mda, and has a wife and
large family of fmall children, who are chicfly fupported by his labour, and who are now in wretched
circumftances.  Your committee, having confidered the “deplorzble fituation of the {aid Bagford’s
family, do commiferate his fate, although they wifh to difcountenance all manner of fraud by infolvent
debtors, as they apprehend it is too often practifed by them.

They do recommend that a Jaw fhould pafs directing an iffue to be made up and tried in Baltimore
county court, by a jury of the county, whether the faid Bagford has not complied with the requifges
of the & for the relief of infolvent debtors under £. 200 fterling ; and if the faid jury fhould acquit
him, that he receive the benefit of the faid aé, but if they fhould find him guilty, that then ke fhould
not receive the benefit of the faid aék. ,

All which is fubmitted to the honourable houfe.

: * By order, J. WINCHESTER, jun. cik.

“ ha%t:ken :nto confideration the petition of William Bagford, a languifhing prifoner in the gaol of

Which was read. :

Mr. Carnan, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following report :

"THE committee to whom was referred the petition of fundry infolvent debtors, report, that they
have examined the petition and certificates 6f William Gillifs, of Somerfet county, and find that be
has given due public Lotice of his intention to petition the legiflature, and that he is in a&ual cuftody
of the fheriff, and it appears that he is not able to pay his debts, and that he muft remain in clofe
confinement, unlefs relieved by the legiflature. :

Your committee therefore recommend the above petitioner to the merciful interpofition of the le.
giflature, by paffing a law to difcharge him from all debts, contralts and agreements, heretafore con-
tra&ed or made, upon his delivering up all his property to the ufe of his creditors.

All which is fubmitted to the honourable houfe.

- | By order, J. WINCHESTER, jun. clk.
Which was read the firft and fecond time and concurred with.

Mr. Carnan, from the committée, brings i and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following report :

THE committee to whom was referred the petition of Dennis Griffith, and the counter petition
thereon, beg leave to report, that they have confidered the fame, and are of opinion that 2 law {hould
pafs to fecure the faid Griffith from fature confinement for his debts heretofore contraled, but that
his prefent and future property fhould be liable to his creditors. Al which is fubmitted to the ho-
nourable houfe. -

. By order. . WINCHESTER, jun. dlk.
Which was read. | VoD J X

Mr. Burgefs, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following re-
port: _

THE committee to whom was referred the petition of George French, report, that a patent was
granted to the petitioner on the 27th April and 24th O&ober, 1776, for the land called the Vale,

~ containing ﬁxteenihundred and twenty-feven acres, and on the 211t day of April, 1775, for a tra

called
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